
When the Word Comes to Life
John 5:16-47



In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God…The Word 

became flesh and made his dwelling among us.



What do you expect when the Word comes to 
life? 

When he returns, perhaps not in a way you 
had imagined. Would you fully embrace him 
or reject him?



Courtroom Scene in The Bible
• Charge 

• Breaking the sabbath 

• Blasphemy 

• Defense statement of the defendant 

• Verdict



God’s Roles in The Courtroom

• Judge 

• Defense attorney



Jesus’ Defense Strategy

1. He follows his Father—God’s example: verses 17-21 

2. His Father gave him the authority to judge: verses 
22-30 

3. God is his witness: verses 31 to 40



–D. A. Carson

“Jesus insists that whatever factors justify God's 
continuous work from creation on also justify his.” 



–John 5:19, NIV

“the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only 
what he sees his Father doing.” 



Jesus’ Two Most Important Responsibilities 

• To Give Life 

• To Judge



25 Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now 
come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of 
God and those who hear will live. 

28 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when 
all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29 and 
come out—those who have done what is good will rise 
to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to 
be condemned.



Jesus’ Argument

1. The Son of God is above the Law 

2. He is ONE with God. It is a truth, not blasphemy 

3. God charged him to give life and to judge



Jesus’ Witnesses

• John the Baptist 

• God—the main witness 

• The Scripture



Testimonies of John the Baptist

• he came as a witness to testify concerning that light 
(John 1:7) 

• This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who 
comes after me has surpassed me because he was 
before me.’ (v.15)



Testimonies of John the Baptist

• but among you stands one you do not know. He is 
the one who comes after me, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. (v.v. 26-27) 

• Look, the Lamb of God... This is the one I told you 
about yesterday. (v.v. 29-30)



–John 5:39-40

“You study the Scriptures diligently because you 
think that in them you have eternal life. These are 
the very Scriptures that testify about me, but you 

refuse to come to me to have life.” 



–John 5:42

“but I know you. I know that you do not have the 
love of God in your hearts.” 



What do you expect when the Word comes to 
life? 

When he returns, perhaps not in a way you 
had imagined. Would you fully embrace him 
or reject him?



• Is there an image you have created of Jesus Christ in 
your heart?  

• Do you expect our God to be unconditionally inclusive, 
politically correct on all issues? 

• Do you agree with everything God said and did in the 
Bible regardless of whether it's in the Old or New 
Testament?  

• Do you think you are more righteous than God?



–John 3:18-19

“Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe stands condemned 
already because they have not believed in the 
name of God’s one and only Son. This is the 

verdict: Light has come into the world, but people 
loved darkness instead of light because their deeds 

were evil.” 


